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Via Nuptialis 

 

 
 

I. Betrothal → the Cross is promised and accepted 
 
 
 

II. Espousal → love labors and prepares through suffering 
 
 
 

III. Consummation → union occurs in silence and gift 
 
 
 

IV. Wedding Feast → Resurrection makes the marriage eternal and public 
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I. BETROTHAL — Kiddushin 
 
“You are consecrated to me” 
 
Jewish meaning 

 • A cup of wine is shared 
 • A covenant is declared 
 • A bride price (mohar) is pledged 
 • The marriage is already real, though not yet consummated 
 • Separation follows, but fidelity is assumed 
 
Betrothal is legally binding, not symbolic. 

 
Fulfillment in Christ 

 • Last Supper: “This is my Blood of the Covenant” 
 • Gethsemane: acceptance of the cup 
 • The Cross: the full bride price is paid 

 
Via Nuptialis Stations in this phase 
 
Station I – The Bridegroom Accepts the Cup 
Christ consents to the covenant knowing the cost. 
 
Station II – The Bride Price Is Assumed 
The Cross is the mohar—the price of the Bride’s freedom. 
 

   Theological key: 
The Church becomes consecrated to Christ before Resurrection glory. 
The covenant is sealed in intent and promise. 
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Station I – The Bridegroom Accepts the Cup 
 
(Jesus is condemned to death) 
 
In Jewish custom, the groom begins the betrothal by offering a cup of covenant. 
Here, Christ accepts the Father’s will and drinks the cup (cf. Gethsemane). 
 

   Meaning: 
Jesus consents to the marriage knowing its full cost. 
This is not execution—it is nuptial consent. 
 

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood.” 
(Luke 22:20) 
 
“My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not as I will, but 
as you will.” 
(Matthew 26:39) 
 

Nuptial meaning: 
The Groom freely accepts the covenant cup knowing its cost. 
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Station II – The Bride Price Is Assumed 
 
(Jesus takes up the Cross) 
 
The groom must pay the mohar (bride price). 
The Cross is the price of the Bride’s freedom. 
 

   Meaning: 
The Cross is not accidental suffering; it is the dowry of love. 
 

“You were bought with a price.” 
(1 Corinthians 6:20) 
 
“He went out, bearing his own cross.” 
(John 19:17) 
 

Nuptial meaning: 
The Cross is the mohar—the price of the Bride’s redemption. 
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II. ESPOUSAL & PREPARATION — Time of Separation 
 
“I go to prepare a place for you” (Jn 14:2) 
 
Jewish meaning 

 • The groom departs to prepare the bridal chamber 
 • The bride waits in faithful expectation 
 • The groom suffers labor to make the dwelling worthy 
 • The timing of return is known only to the father 

 
Fulfillment in Christ 
 • Passion and Crucifixion are not interruptions—they are preparatory 
labor 
 • The Bride (Church) is being purified, taught, and gathered 
 • Christ “builds” the new dwelling through self-emptying love 
 
Via Nuptialis Stations in this phase 
 
Stations III–IX 

 • Falls, encounters, teaching, and endurance 
 • Simon helps → the Church learns to cooperate 
 • Veronica sees the Face → contemplation emerges 
 • The women are instructed → formation of the Bride 
 

   Theological key: 
This phase reveals that love matures through suffering. 
The Groom prepares the dwelling by becoming the dwelling. 
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Station III – The Bridegroom Stumbles Under the Weight 
 
(First fall) 
 
Love that is real enters weakness. 
The groom bears not only the wood but the fragility of the Bride. 
 

   Meaning: 
Divine love chooses vulnerability. 
 

“Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our sorrows.” 
(Isaiah 53:4) 
 
“Though he was in the form of God… he emptied himself.” 
(Philippians 2:6–7) 
 

Nuptial meaning: 
Love chooses weakness to carry the beloved. 
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Station IV – The Bridegroom Meets the Woman 
 
(Jesus meets His Mother) 
 
In Jewish weddings, the mother prepares the son for covenant. 
Mary is both Mother of the Groom and figure of the Bride. 
 

   Meaning: 
Here the Old Covenant hands over the Bride to the New. 
 

“Woman, behold your son.” 
(John 19:26) 
 
“Your mother.” 
(John 19:27) 
 

Nuptial meaning: 
Mary stands at the threshold where Mother and Bride converge. 
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Station V – The Veil Is Lifted 
 
(Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus) 
 
In weddings, attendants assist the groom. 
Simon represents humanity reluctantly drawn into love’s labor. 
 

   Meaning: 
The Church learns to carry the Cross with Christ. 
 

“They compelled a man… Simon of Cyrene, to carry his cross.” 
(Matthew 27:32) 
 
“Bear one another’s burdens.” 
(Galatians 6:2) 
 

Nuptial meaning: 
The Bride begins to share the work of love. 
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Station VI – The Face Is Revealed 
 
(Veronica wipes the face of Jesus) 
 
The unveiling of the groom’s face belongs to nuptial intimacy. 
 

   Meaning: 
Love leaves an image. 
Compassion reveals the true Face of God. 
 

“Seek my face.” 
(Psalm 27:8) 
 
“And we have seen his glory.” 
(John 1:14) 
 

Nuptial meaning: 
Compassion reveals the Face of the Beloved. 
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Station VII – Love Falls Again 
 
(Second fall) 
 
Repeated falls mirror Israel’s history and the Bride’s infidelity. 
 

   Meaning: 
The Groom does not withdraw. 
He rises again—for her. 
 

“The righteous falls seven times and rises again.” 
(Proverbs 24:16) 
 
“Having loved his own… he loved them to the end.” 
(John 13:1) 
 

Nuptial meaning: 
Love does not withdraw when wounded. 
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Station VIII – The Daughters Are Addressed 
 
(Jesus speaks to the women of Jerusalem) 
 
In Jewish culture, the groom instructs the community about covenant fidelity. 
 

   Meaning: 
This marriage is not sentimental; it demands conversion. 
 

“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me… weep for yourselves and 
for your children.” 
(Luke 23:28) 
 
“I will allure her… and speak tenderly to her.” 
(Hosea 2:14) 
 

Nuptial meaning: 
True love calls the Bride to conversion and maturity. 
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Station IX – Love Is Brought to the Limit 
 
(Third fall) 
 
Here love reaches exhaustion. 
 

   Meaning: 
There is no distance left untraveled for communion. 
 

“My strength is dried up like a potsherd.” 
(Psalm 22:15) 
 
“Greater love has no one than this.” 
(John 15:13) 
 

Nuptial meaning: 
Nothing is left unoffered. 
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III. COVENANT SEALING — Blood & Gift 
 
(Transitional moment between espousal and consummation) 
 
Jewish meaning 

 • Covenants are sealed in blood 
 • Total self-gift precedes physical union 

 
Fulfillment in Christ 
 
Stations X–XII 

 • Garments removed → total vulnerability 
 • Nails → irreversible covenant 
 • Pierced side → water and blood 
 

   Theological key: 
The Church is born from the side of the Bridegroom 
(as Eve from Adam). 
 
This is the moment of irreversible belonging. 
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Station X – The Garments Are Removed 
 
(Jesus is stripped) 
 
In Jewish weddings, clothing symbolizes identity. 
Here, the Groom gives everything. 
 

   Meaning: 
Nothing is kept back. 
Total self-gift precedes union. 
 

“They divided my garments among them.” 
(Psalm 22:18) 
 
“Though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor.” 
(2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 

Nuptial meaning: 
The Groom gives everything—identity included. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Via Nuptialis - Sketch 

29 
V. M. Veragoeiz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Via Nuptialis - Sketch 

30 
V. M. Veragoeiz 

Station XI – The Covenant Is Sealed 
 
(Jesus is nailed to the Cross) 
 
Blood seals covenants in Scripture. 
This is the nuptial oath written in flesh. 
 

   Meaning: 
The Bride is bound forever—not by force, but by love. 
 

“This is my blood of the covenant.” 
(Matthew 26:28) 
 
“They will look on him whom they have pierced.” 
(Zechariah 12:10) 
 

Nuptial meaning: 
Blood seals the marriage bond. 
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Station XII – The Bride Is Given Life 
 
(Jesus dies on the Cross) 
 
From His pierced side flow water and blood—birth fluids. 
 

   Meaning: 
The Church is born as Bride from the side of the New Adam. 
 

“One of the soldiers pierced his side… and at once there came out blood 
and water.” 
(John 19:34) 
 
“This at last is bone of my bones.” 
(Genesis 2:23) 
 

Nuptial meaning: 
The Church is born as Bride from the New Adam. 
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IV. CONSUMMATION — Nissuin 
 
“He brought her into his chamber” 
 
Jewish meaning 

 • Groom comes for the bride (often at night) 
 • Bride enters the ḥeder (bridal chamber) 
 • Union occurs in hiddenness 
 • Joy follows silence 

 
Fulfillment in Christ 
 
Station XIII – The Bride Receives the Body 
The Church receives Christ’s Body—entrusted to her care. 
 
Station XIV – The Bridal Chamber (The Tomb) 
The tomb is not a grave alone—it is the bridal chamber. 
 

   Theological key: 
The consummation is hidden, silent, and faithful. 
Love rests before revealing itself. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Via Nuptialis - Sketch 

35 
V. M. Veragoeiz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Via Nuptialis - Sketch 

36 
V. M. Veragoeiz 

Station XIII – The Bride Receives the Body 
 
(Jesus is taken down from the Cross) 
 
In Jewish custom, the bride receives what belongs to the groom. 
 

   Meaning: 
The Church receives Christ’s Body as her treasure and responsibility. 
 

“Joseph took the body of Jesus.” 
(Matthew 27:59) 
 
“This is my body, given for you.” 
(Luke 22:19) 
 

Nuptial meaning: 
The Bride receives the Beloved entrusted to her care. 
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Station XIV – The Bridal Chamber 
 
(Jesus is laid in the tomb) 
 
The tomb becomes the ḥeder, the bridal chamber. 
 

   Meaning: 
This is not defeat—it is the silent consummation before dawn. 
 

“They laid him in a new tomb.” 
(John 19:41) 
 
“The king has brought me into his chambers.” 
(Song of Songs 1:4) 
 

Nuptial meaning: 
The hidden consummation takes place in silence. 
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V. THE WEDDING FEAST — The Resurrection 
 
“Blessed are those invited to the Wedding Feast of the Lamb” (Rev 19:9) 
 
Jewish meaning 

 • After consummation comes public celebration 
 • The marriage is revealed, not created, at the feast 

 
Fulfillment in Christ 
 
Station XV – The Resurrection 

 • The Groom emerges alive 
 • The union is now indestructible 
 • Eucharist becomes the ongoing participation in the Feast 
 

   Theological key: 
The Resurrection does not start the marriage. 
It reveals it. 
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Station XV – The Wedding Feast of the Lamb 
 
(The Resurrection) 
 
The Groom rises. 
The banquet begins. 
 

   Meaning: 
The Resurrection is not merely victory over death—it is the public revelation of 
the marriage. Eucharist, Church, and eternal life flow from this Feast. 
 

“Why do you seek the living among the dead?” 
(Luke 24:5) 
 
“Blessed are those invited to the wedding feast of the Lamb.” 
(Revelation 19:9) 
 

Nuptial meaning: 
The marriage is revealed in glory and joy. 
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Creative Notes 
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